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Preface 


The Twenty /Point:Economic Programme formulated by our 
Prime Minister is not only a ‘New Economic Deal for the 
Downtrodden’ but also a ‘New Educational Deal for the Down- 
trodden’. 


An humble attempt has been made here to indicate some of 
the significant educational implications of the new programme. 


This is perhaps the first attempt to collect all pertinent 
material on the subject so as to enable one to see the economic 
programme in its educational dimensions. Obviously a first 
attempt may not be free from some limitation. Nevertheless, it 
is felt that this might induce the experts on educational matters 
‘to study the implications in depth and prepare a comprehensive 
and pragmatic blueprint of educational reform in the wake of 
national emergency. 


411, Laxmi Bai Nagar, Ј.С. AGGARWAL 
New Delhi- 110023 


Section 4 


Educational Implications 


of 
The 20-Point Economic Programme 


(А New Educational Deal for the Downtrodden), 


Educational Implications of the 20-Point Economic 
Programme 


T'wenty-point economic programme has far-reaching impli- 
cations for the reconstruction of Education System in the 
country. There seems to be a tendency in some educational 
circles to think of 20-point programme in terms of only three 
aspects viz., supply of cheap goods in the hostels, establish- 
ment of Book Banks and the provision of more opportunities for 
apprenticeship to the educated youth. As a matter of fact, 
the 20-point programme envisages many educational reforms 
which are to be undertaken in the context of its philosophical 
basis. The 20-point programme was formulated by our re- 
vered Prime Minister for ameliorating the lot of the weaker 
sections of the society. It was also formulatedewith a view to 
developing a spirit of confidence and faith in our capacity to 
face the challenging situations. Another objective was to 
bring home to the people that the country has made subs- 
tantial improvement in the economic, industrial, social, political 
and educational life of the country—a fact which was by and 
large being ignored by a section of the people of our country. 
Besides, the country needed discipline in every walk of life which 
had unfortunately been eroded to some extent. 


Following excerpts from the speeches of Smt. Indira Gandhi 
provide us with the necessary background for understanding 
the implications of the 20 point’ programme : 


Education for the Weaker Sections 


“We must bring education to all parts of our country and 
all sections of our people, especially the weaker sections and 
those who have so far been unprivileged.” 

(Convocation Address at the Jawahar Lal Nehru University, 

New Delhi, November 14, 1969) 


The Prime Minister again observed in a speech on the 
Sixth All India Conference on Family Planning, Chandigarh, 
November 30, 1966. “Any new scheme or project, any Pro- 
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gramme which promises improvement in the living standards 
of the people is usually taken advantage of by those who are 
already slightly better off. Higher education helps the urban 
middle class more than the rural working class. The practice 
of intensive agricultural production is utilised by those who 
already have the advantage of irrigation rather than those who 
are dependent on the rain Even something as uncontroversial 
as a library helps only the literate and leaves untouched those 
who cannot read. Thus, many of our development plans often 
leave the poorest and the weakest where they are, while the 
slightly better off become stronger. In the process, disparities 
increase. The official and the voluntary agencies, the latter 
more than the former, must strengthen their efforts to reach 
those who are in the greatest need. Official agencies will be 
ina hurry to fulfil their targets. Non-official agencies may be 
better able to appreciate the human side of the problem." 


Education of the Harijans and the Adivasis 


Participating in the discussion on the Report of the Com- 
missioner for Scheduled Castes and Tribes in the Rajya Sabha, 
Prime Minister stated on August 12, 1967, “True uplift 
means, firstly that we end traditional prejudices and discrimi- 
nation, and secondly that we afford the fullest opportunity to 
Harijans and adivasis for education, employment and land. 
ownership. One of the basic problems of this country is that 
of the landless, the bulk of whom are Scheduled Castes. Now, 
many steps have been taken in the last twenty years towards of 
the solution of this problem. Some results have been achieved, 
but we know that it is not enough. I am greatly interested in the 
welfare of the Harijans, the hill people and the adivasis. The 


problem of the hill people, I feel is not so much that of dis- 
crimination as that of isolation. 


cation facilities makes proper i 
for their development more diffi 


Absence of proper communi- 
mplementation of programmes 
cult.” 


Education in the Slum Areas 
The Prime Minister has constantly drawn our attention to 


the bettering of the lot of the people residing in slum areas. 
She thinks, “One of the problems, which is really a problem for 
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-grown-ups, but which affects children very much, is the pro- 
blem of slums in our cities- We are not doing enough for the 
children who grow up in the slums and who are handicapped 
from the beginning by bad sanitary conditions and other en- 
vironmental influences which hamper their growth. It is 
really a surprise to me how many children manage to survive 
these conditions.” 
(Speech at the Annual Meeting of the Indian Council of 
Child Welfare, New Delhi, April 3, 1967) 


‘Costly Public Schools 


Addressing the 38th Session of the Central Advisory Board 
of Education, the Prime Minister made these observations, “Т 
believe in experimentation and I believe in education being left 
free, that is for people to be able to develop it, I don’t believe 
in its regimentation or nationalisation, but I do think that 
thought should be given to what is happening in some private 
schools because today it has become a lucrative business. It 
is not a question of giving education, but anybody who sets up 
a school has no trouble whatsoever in attracting a large 
-number of students, however, extravagant the fees or the estra 
«charges. This is a matter which must be given consideration 
if with all this expenditure something special type of human 
being was produced, one would say “well, it does not matter". 
Butthisisnotthe case. The education is no higher than is 
available in many other schools. And one harmful effect, of 
course, is the mentality that grows of going to a very special 
place, very expensive school for instance. Part of the student 
facilities can be by having common facilities, common play- 
grounds and areas because as cities grow, as population grows 
with all our «ffort to curb it, and I think this one matter to 
which also you will have to direct your attention because it is 
:something we should start telling our people straight away, there 
will be less and less available ground. We must encourage those 
‘sports which need less area and specially the old Indian sports. I 
am not decrying the other sports because they are important for 
team spirit and for competition abroad and so on, but if there 
is no room for games which need a lot of ground, that should 
not be made an excuse that there is no other type of physical 
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activity. There are many types of physical training which can 
be done in very small space and I think this must be compul- 
sory for all educational institutions and I hope that it will be 
taken up by teachers themselves because unless they give an 
example, it is no use expecting the rest of the community to 
take it up, and physical fitness is very important to mental 
fitness as well as to our capacity for work.” 


Learning by Working 


Prime Minister strongly feels that children should learn, 
through work, She narrated some instances at the 38th session. 
of the Central Advisory Board of Education, I was one of those 
who initially felt very strongly on the question of children not 
working. But the experience of my own childhood, the experi- 
ence with children and my children and of many others has. 
shown me that work by itself is not something that harms the 
child because the child does not regard it as work. What is. 
work and druggery to the parent is exciting to the child, for the 
child regards it as a part of his growing up. Of course, I don’t 
include in this something like hard factory work or a sort of 
hard manual labour which will overiax a child's strength, 
whether hours are too long or nourishment is inadequate but 
we have to see how this fits in with the condition here, 


With regard to poor children, for instance, it is my own 
personal experience that some Harijan boys were employed in 
a factory. But this is against the law and, therefore, the: 
Management was asked to remove them and they were removed.. 
Now, some months later, some of these returned, in fact, I 
heard it from them, they came to Delhi, that * While: 
we were employed in the factory, we had fixed hours, 
we had a good fixed Pay and were looked after in 
every way. Now we are not. We still have to earn our 
living. Therefore we have to pick up jobs and sometimes. 
we are not paid, sometimes we are ill-treated and we 
have no way out, in no Way we can meet this situation and 
therefore you should do something about these laws and make 
them flexible enough so that people like us do mot suffer." 
Now, these boys, they themselves didn't know their age really, 
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but they were in the age group of 13-14 and so on but apart 
from them talking even about the other class of people who are 
not forced to work, I think that they learn much more through 
work than they might learn in formal education, but it must be 
not for the sake of making an institution self-sufficient, not 
for the sake merely of giving respectability to manual labour, 
but even from the point of view of the growth of the 
intelligence, resourcefulness, the coordination of the child, it is 
essential that some sort of work should be included, we should 
not be regarded excluding education.” 


Preparation of Educative Material Locally 


Our Prime Minister has aptly remarked that we should no 
depend upon other countries for the supply of educative 
material. We must make use of our own resources. ‘‘There 
is a shortage of material and equipment. And, as I said 
earlier, we must try and what we need from outside, naturally 
we should try and get. But a great deal is manufactured in 
India and a great deal, specially for the smaller child, can be 
made in homes and in villages. Most of our methods of 
teaching are still taken from abroad. Books on Sociology, 
books on Economics and books on other subjects - all these, 
even though written by Indians are largely based on the 
Western concepts, on Western theories with no consideration 
for the realities of life in India, not just the reality of poverty 
or economic backwardness but the whole development of the 
race, the question of our diversity, of our unity and of the 
direction which we want to take. Now, obviously, we cannot 
expect the child to have these values as the teacher's whole 
training has been along a different direction. So this is what 
points to the necessity of preparing educational material our- 
selves—both source material and educational material and 
this should be suited to the new methods which we are calied 
upon to adopt and it must also be relevant to local availability 
and way of life." 


(Prime Minister on the 38th Session of the 
Centr?l Advisory Board of Education), 
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Reducing the Cost of Education 


Prime Minister has always urged that we must explore all 
possibilities of reducing the cost of education by making use of 
the latent powers of the people. She enjoins upon the educa- 
tional planners to determine priorities in education. Addressing 
the 38th Session of Central Advisory Board of Education 
Prime Minister observed on November 27, 1975 : “What I am 
stressing is that while we must try to mobilise more resources 
Чп whatever way possible, we should not let the lack of resour- 
‘ces stand in our way in making the necessary changes or the 
mecessary improvements. To my mind, many changes and 
improvements do not need funds at all. In fact, they may 
well save you a lot of money which you are spending on what 
T consider entirely unnecessary for all parts of items. And in 
‘this, I won't say it is entirely unnecessary for all parts of India 
but certainly for a large part of India, a building is not 
‘essential. It is essential for laboratory purposes. It is essential 
‘when it is raining, but the rainy season is not a long one. 
But education does not have to be confined to a building. It 
can take place out in the open. It can take place on verandahs, 
‘under the trees, or any other hall or anything available in the 
vicinity. I am saying this from my own experience because 
the school at which I was the longest and the college at which 
I was the longest, both functioned almost 


"Mr. First was in Poona and the second in 
‘Bharati. 


entirely in the open 
Gurudev’s Vishwa 


We have to think of our priorities and the priority is the 
‘quality of the teacher. Everything else is secondary, The 
‘quality of the trainizig you give to the teacher and the resource- 
‘fulness of the teacher ! Equipment is important, 
‘field of science it is not somethin 


for a lot of classes, with given imagination and resourceness, 
ithe necessary €quipment can be found locally with local 


materials, with local artisans. And even the children can be 
encouraged to manufacture it and this would have greater 


welevance to their lives and give them a greater interest in their 
‘education. I presume that the purpose of this Board is to guide 
tthe basic direction and pace of education in the entire country. 


specially in the 
g that you can just make. But 
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So it should reflect the current educational contemporary: 
thinking. It should also crystallise the trends of implementa- 
tion and research into practical propositions for urgent. 
implementation.” 


It is with this background that the educational reforms are 
to be taken up. Accordingly the following points need the 


special attention of the educational planners, thinkers and. 
administrators. 


I. Equitable Distribution of Educational Facilities 


The Planners may have a second look at the policy of 
opening new educational institutions and providing educational 
facilities. The present tendency in some quarters is to 
concentrate their attention on the urban areas, There are 
many backward areas and States which require more funds. It 
is, therefore, imperative that the needs of the backward sections: 
and backward areas of the country should be given top: 
priority. More caution and care should be exercised while- 
allocating funds. 


II. Working of Autonomous Organisations in the Field: 
of Education 


Various autonomous organisations may be required to gear 
up their machinery to meet the new demands put on them in 
the wake of national emergency. They may review their plans. 
and projects. ‘Immediate Needs’ rather than ‘Needs of the 
Future’ should determine priorities. Vested interests, if any, 
must be subordinated to the community or national interests. 
They should give priority to those programmes which are- 
directly related to the welfare of the weaker sections of the 
socicty. The need of the hour is to break the isolation of the 
experts in the field of education and to bring the educational 
reforms to the close proximity of the present situation. 
Ambitious programmes of expansion can wait for scme time, 
Undue stress on seminars, workshops, refresher courses and} 
the like should be avoided. 
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III. Volunteer Teachers’ Cadre 


For providing special guidance and assistance to the weak 
Students, possibilities of raising a cadre of voluntary workers/ 
teachers may be explored. These workers may be given some 
‘conveyance allowance. These workers may provide instruc- 
tional help to the students individually or in groups on holidays. 
Maximum use must be made of the existing human resources. 
‘This scheme is working satisfactorily in Delhi where teachers in 
large numbers are providing free coaching to the weak students 
before or after school hours and on Sundays. 


IV. Reduction in the Cost of Education 


We must have a reappraisal of our plans. Every effort 
should be made to cut down the cost of education by 


avoiding wasteful expenditure. By wasteful expenditure we 
mean expenditure which has very little value in terms of 
immediate results and that can be postponed for some time. 


Following are some of the measures that may be taken to 
"achieve this end : 


First, in the sphere of school buildings, we may be 
required to adopt those measures by which economy 
could be effected. The Hindustan Housing Factory has 
developed a new design of school building which is 
very economical. This may be further examined and 
accordingly school buildings constructed. 


"Secondly. for a year or so a part of the funds earmarked 
for school libraries could be allocated for the establish- 
ment of Book Banks and thereby catering to the needs 
of the weaker sections of the society. 


Thirdly, various research scholarship and other fellow- 


‘ship awarded at various levels Should be related to 
immediate concrete goals. 


Fourthly, suitable checks may be put on the privately 
managed public schools. It should be ensured that 
ithey do not charge exorbitant rates of fees and funds 
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from students. Public schools usually get land for 
schools at concessional rates and as such they should 
be asked to provide freeships to the extent of 20% of 
their enrolment to the students coming fiom the weaker 
sections of the society. 


Fifthly, wherever possible educational institutions 
which are not of the optimum size may be merged with 
others. 


Sixthly, due care may be taken while establishing a new 
department in a college or a university or university 
itself and its justification ensured. 


Seventhly a central organization for selection and evalu- 
ation of children’s books should be set up which should 
be responsible for evaluating children’s books, produced 
throughout the country and this organization should 
publish monthly a bibliography of the approved books. 
It should be made mandatory for all libraries and 
schools to purchase and stock the books from this list, 
This will ensure a rational and judicious selection of 
books. 


V. Utilisation of Voluntary Agencies 


“Although in India we have had a long tradition of 
voluntary social work, it is felt that we are not making full use 
of our resources. There is a lot of talent and capacity and 
willingness for social work. We should so devise our program- 
mes as to attract the people who are ready to help us with 
their money or talent or time. It is an important national 
work : 

itis certainly hoped that they will get the help they need 
and will continue to strengthen the foundations of the nation 
by providing its children with better opportunities to grow into 
good citizens.” 


The Prime Minister observed at a Youth Rally, Pachmari, 
on June 11, 1966: 


“We met success in our freedom struggle because it was 
the people’s struggle ; the people were fully aware of the goals 
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to be achieved and were fully prepared for the effort required 
in reaching these goals. We need today a similar awareness: 
and a similar effort on the part of the people to solve present- 
day problems. We must have a clear picture of what we want 
to achieve, what the difficulties before us are, and how we аге 
going to overcome these difficulties. Only then we shall be able 


to enthuse the people and carry them with us in our pro- 
grammes. 


“What ails us today is our inability to arouse and utilise to: 
the fullest extent the latent power or energies of our people. 
This power is our greatest wealth, our biggest resource, and we 
must find a way to use it not in any narrow, sectional cause 


but in the cause of the nation and for the betterment of the 
people as a whole.” 


VI. Need for Part-Time Education 


The Prime Minister observed at the 38th Session of the 
Central Advisory Board of Education : 


“We do realise now that large numbers can be reached only: 
by changing the rigid methods and adopting new and more 
flexible ones. Education cannot be confined to the institutions 
and must be replaced by a programme of part-time education. 
supplemented by non-formal education, some form of work and 
self-study. Education is a life-long Process and we must make 
our society a learning one which will nourish the highest aspi- 
rations of our young people. But can this be done without the: 
injection of a new spirit and without providing new inspira- 
tion to our people P? 


VII. Increase in Employment Opportunities for Young: 
People 


As one of the measures to increase 
tunities for educated young people, 
should be suitably amended so that Managements in the or- 
ganised sectors of our economy take a 


у i : larger number of appren- 
tices for a specified Period. Special care will have to be taken 
to ensure a fair deal to Scheduled Castes and Tribes, minorities. 


and handicapped persons in the recruitment of apprentices. 


employment oppor- 
the Apprenticeship Act 
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УШ. Supply of Essential Commodities at Controlled 
Prices in Hostels 


Students from poor families face special difficulties when 
they pursue higher studies away from their homes. To help 
them, essential commodities will have to be supplied at con- 
trolled prices to all hostels and approved lodging houses, 


IX. Supply of Text-Books and Stationery at Reasonable 
Rates 


Another important measure in the educational field is to 
ensure that text-books and stationery are available at reasonable 
prices to all school, college and university students, Prices 
should be strictly controlled and book banks established. 


X. Education of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribe 


Apart from ensuring that they get education, we must also 
ensure that those who are the most talented should have special 
Opportunities whether of tuition or of special training or what- 
ever will help them to attain the standard, because it is believed 
that if any of them is below standard, itis not because of any 
inherent weakness but because their talents and capabilities. 
have not been given the opportunity to blossom. That opport- 
unity must be provided to them. 


XI. Exemption of Educative Material from Excise 
Duty 


Mathematical boxes, geometry boxes, and colour boxes. 
used by students and children, irrespective of whether those 
are manufactured in the organised or small-scale sector, should 
also be wholly exempted from excise duty. 


XII. Restricted University Admissions but not at the 
Cost of the Weaker Sections of the Society 


Prime Minister stated in a Vice-Chancellor’s Conference, 
Delhi on 29th September, 1970. 


at 


“I feel that because of the pressure of increasing numbers. 
Some restriction on higher education was essential. But this 


= 
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Should be brought about in such a way that the weaker classes 
did not feel that the door was shut against them. 


If elitism meant continuing education or opportunity for a 
few, then she was definitely against it, but if it meant striving 
for higher levels of achievement, then she was all for it. 


Widest educational opportunities should be given to those who 
had been long denied it. 


XIII. Admiration for Our National Leaders 


Itisrealized that the Education Departments of all the 
States should formulate a comprehensive programme of inculcat- 
inglove and admiration for our national leaders among the 
students. Recitations, songs and essay competitions may be 
arranged on the various aspects of the lives of the national 
leaders. Their portraits may also be displayed at all the 


strategic points of the school buildings so that students con- 
stantly derive inspiration from them. 


XIV. Dissemination of Information Regarding the 
Progress of the Country/State 

Suitable literature may be prepared and distributed among 

students so that they are well-acquainted with the progress 

achieved in the different walls of life, Фе, economic, com- 

mercial, industrial, agricultural and educational fields, 

XV. Need for Voluntary National Service 


For the last 28 years or so, we have been talking about 
some kind of selective national service for young people. It 
was tried for a brief spell by one State in a modified and rather 
routine manner, and declared impractical. But such a pro- 
gramme is necessary to fill the gaps in the lives of young people 
It could provide a 
Young people. Perhaps 
untary basis, This could 
Ser programme. As our 
“Much of the aspiration has 
understood in terms of income, 


and to involve them in our national life. 
challenge and a creative outlet to our 
we mizht give the idea a trial on a vol 
then become the fore-runner of a lar 
Prime Minister has observed, 
remained personal aspiration, 


19 


position and fame and not related to group or national aspira- 
tion”. We must do more to harness the energies of the young. 


XVI. Free Uniform to the Students 


Liberal grants may be given to the poor students for the 
purchase of uniform. 


XVII. Subsidised Mid-Day Meals 


Arrangements may be made to cover as many students as 
possible under this scheme. 


XVIII. Inculcation of Values in People not Covered by 
Educational Institutions 


“We can use radio and T.V. and try social education in 
factories. I think we could even do some thing mohalla-wise. 
I had the reading habits from early childhood. But in two of 
the schools where I went, one in Switzerland-and one in 
England-what they used to do was that one day the princi- 
pal would just say-come in for tea or some thing and a group 
of a student would go. She would Say-we are going to read 
a chapter and she would chose a chapter from a book. We 
would read the whole chapter but every one of us wanted to 
know what had gone before or what went after, Some times 
it was a novel, some time it was not. But she chose a piece 
which raised so many questions in our mind that all of us would 
rush straight to the library and see whether we could get the 
book and follow it up. Some thing like that is needed for to 
average citizen, whether they get it through books or whether 
they get it through meeting people. Supposs scientists go the 
their mohalla and talk about their work in the layman’s langu- 
age. It would arouse interest in the people and widen their 
horizon ”. 


Mobile libraries could also help. 


(Interview with the Editor, The Hindustan Times, Feb, 8, 1975) 


XIX. Role of Intellectuals 


Mrs. Indira Gandhijiin an interview with the Editor of 
Hindustan Times called upon the intellectuals of the country 
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to realize their responsibility in the fast changing situation in 
the country. She observed, “The word intellectual as used in 
India is rather intriguing. I think it refers here to those who are 
not manual workers but employed, as the dictionaries would say,. 
“їп mental labour’. “To me an intellectual is one who applies 
the test of rationality and makes an effort to overcome preju- 
dice. I don’t find much evidence of such an effort amongst 
of our middle classes. Until now the middle classes and the 
upper classes have had a monopoly of literacy and opportunity. 
Now they feel threatened that other classes are coming up and 
some are angry—most people are engry about nepotism and 
corruption. But they always make an exception of themselves.. 
I mean if they have something which they can get through 
Sifarish (recommendation). They would not like to give it up". 


XX. Education for the Development of Human 
Resources 


"The responsibility for development and defence is not, and 
cannct be that of the administration and the armed forces alone.. 
If there is one section above all others whose concern it must 
be, it is our youth. They are the inheritors of the future, In all 
things the torch must pass to the next generation. So our 
шше as a nation is bound up with our education and the 


calibre of our people. A country’s human resources constitute 


its grealest asset. Attitudes and skills make a nation 


3 Education 
provides the key to both. 


We have today about seven crore students in schools and 
cclleges. By 1985, the number will probably be around 17 
crores. The expansion of education at all levels is necessary to: 
provide greater opportunity to the individual, and trained and 
literate man power for the nation.. 


for its own sake is not enough. We intend to lay stress on 
vocational and professional education,. We shall also simul- 
taneously transform the character of the educational system 
It is clear that only then will. ycuth respond to the calle sre of 
development and advance.. E 


However, general education: 
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XXI. Educational Programmes to be based on Secular- 
ism, Socialism and Democracy 


There are three basic principles which will help us in reach- 
ing our goal. These аге not new principles. These have been 
part of our ancient culture. Our freedom struggle, under 
Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru, was founded cn these princi- 
ples. These principles are embodied in our Constitution. We 
often talk about these principles but we have yet to make these 
an integral part of our lives. The first of these principles is the 
principle of secularism, of unity, of co-existence of different 
philosophies and faiths. Without this unity, We cannot realise 
‘equality ; we cannot bring about socialism, which is our second 
basic principle. Secularism and socialism are essential for build- 
ing a truly democratic society. Democracy thus, is our third 
Principle. Secularism, socialism and democracy are really inter- 
related values or concepts. Without one, the others are not 
Possible. We have to work for a fuller realisation of all the 
three together. Only then shall we be able to make our people 
strong and to take our country forward. 


These principles must become a part of all our programmes 
if these programmes are to have any meaning or value, What- 
ever we do, whether it is work among the students or work in 
the villages, we must keep these larger values and aims cons- 
tantly in view. No programme or work can succeed in isolation 
from other programmes and work. 


XXII. Need for Self-Restraint 


The student community must help in checking all outbursts 
of violence and lawlessness which after all are touched off by 
а very small minority. Violence, Gandhiji has pointed out is 
‘man’s main problem. We must show self-restraint. The 
‘problem before us is how to make good use of the knowledge 
-of the world, how to make use of the powers which this expand- 
ing knowledge is bestowing upon us. Between the outlook of the 
young and the outlook of those who are in places of power, 
government or social, there seems to be a gap of non-com 
Prehension which must be narrowed down. 
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XXIII. Education for National Solidarity 


National solidarity is not exclusively related to external 
t all times. For apart 
we have also to face t 
де of development, Production and 
exports. Development is our best defence. For this, and 
otherwise too, we must have unity, discipline, constructive 
effort, an understanding of national interests and how they are 
to be safeguarded. 


attack. It is something we need ai 
from the enemy without, 


he enemy 
within-poverty, the challen 


To sum up, twenty: 


-point economic 
visualised as a ‘ 


Programme may be 
т the Downtrodden’. 


Section B 


Thoughts of 


Mrs. Indira Gandhi on Education 
(Excerpts from her Speeches) 


EDUCATION AND NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


What is Education— It should Guide Towards Maturity 


In this conference, I suppose, 
education ?" Т do not know if an 


Basically I would 
education is this ability to dis- 
the bad in every section. 


fluence. Someti 
one and the other and so 


metimes 
two. 


I would Say that education 


to absorb, to adapt and to create, 


Education should guide one towards maturity which means 
the willing acceptance of responsibility, 


(Vice Chancellor Conference, 29 1h September, 1975, 
New Delhi) 


the gathering of 


think and to judge ; to discriminate between what is of true 
value and the exci i 
differences of opini 


Sencerity, hypocrisy and shoddiness, 
evil. 
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‘to the utmost. Within each one of us there is a stock of re- 
sources which is practically inexhaustible. Education, the 
‘combination of formal learning with the experience of life, is 
the process by which we learn to use these resources, not only 
for utilitarian, economic ends but for the attainment of those 
more intangible rewards which are aesthetic and spiritual. He 
who approaches education from the attitude of “What shall I 
get out of it. 2” gets very little. But he or she who approaches 
education with the attitude of “What shall I be able to give as 
a result of it. 2" will also get more. 

(From Convocation Address at Roorkee University) 


Education and Modernisation 


Modernisation is more than technological change or in- 
-dustrialization. It involves the development of our inner 
resources—of emotion and spirit no less than of material 
resources, in order to be able to meet the challenges of our fast 
‘changing times. Can we withstand the peril represented by 
nuclear weapons without the help of the methods of self- 
conquest taught by the great sages and philosophers ? 

(Convocation address at Visva Bharati Santiniketan, 
February 7, 1970) 


Education should be Life-Oriented 


There is much talk of vocational training and it is essential 
not only for the work experience about which I spoke earlier 
butalso to enable our young people to get employment. But 
‘education cannot be merely job-oriented. It can help the 
person to get a job and to keep a job only if it is life-oriented. 
Our aim should be not merely to inform young people of the 
great things that are happening in the world. Unfortunately 
in India they have been kept ignorant of the freedom struggle 
and of the many other struggles and trends which are taking 
place in our country and in other countries. And this is as 
important to education as knowing certain basic facts and 
information which is changing anyhow. Most of us here will 
know that what we learnt in school and college is very largely 
out-of-date even a thing which was regarded as solid as 
‘geography. We have to cultivate in young-people motivation to 
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undertake national tasks, to think for themselves and to have 
the capacity to become participants in the shaping of new 
humanity. 

(38th Session of the Central Advisory Board of Education) 


Education should Stimulate the Capacity to Innovate 


Man’s most valuable resource is his mind and it is only 
through education, in the widest sense of the word, that the 
mind can be trained to its fullest Capacity. Unfortunately, 
most of our education does not look at cach mind as changing 
and growing and with an individuality of its own. If at all we 
think of the mind, it is as a receptacle for the storing of facts 
or attitudes. Education is not merely an accumulation of 
knowledge, for knowledge can be сеп out of date, but a means 
of stimulating the Capacity to think, to leara and to innovate 
and to apply knowledge in the interest of larger causes. When 
education was limited to a Privileged few, People were more 
consumers of thoughts of others. Now when we seck widest 
involvement of the people in shaping their destiny, the young 
must be encouraged to do their ow. 


n thinking. 
(Convocation address at the Jawahar Lal Nehru University, 


New Delhi, November 14, 1969) 
Education as the Key to the ending of Existing Dis- 
parties 


cope to the flowering of the human per- 
sonality. 


CIndía—Indira Gandhi’, P, 129, 1974) 
Life-Long Education : 


community. This is what [ mean when I EU 
education, that is, some Way by whi поп- 
what job he is doing—he ma 
be in a more advance field с 


formal! 
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need continued education like that of a scientist, he is experi+ 
menting, learning and has to reada great deal in order to do 
his work. But for other people, there must be some thing in 
which there is a greater—which I would say for want of a 
better word cross—fertilisation—of ideas and experience, an en- 
quiring mind and learning what is happening in other areas. If 
you are isolated in your own area, you are out of touch with 
what is happening. In this process of education the press has a 
role to play because they (newspaper men) also some times just 
remain in their offices. Logically the press is a part of the 
educational process, although in India it has considered itself 

more of a political pressure group. 
(From Prime Ministers intervicw with the Editor cf the 
Hindustan Times, dated Feb. 1976) 


Education for a Changing Society 

Our education is not in tune with life in the present day 
India. Although now our children are Jearning more about 
their country than they did before, they still are not committed 
to the country ; they are not given that intimate knowledge 
that generates a feeling of involvement in the country ; they are 
not given the kind of social attituces which modern India 


needs to go ahead. 


Education is extremely important but education is not just 
the acquiring of knowledge. It is changing yourself into a 
sort of person who can adapt to changing conditions and who 
can play significant role in changing society. Modern society,. 
is changing very fast indeed and, therefore, the frustration. 
among the youth is something which is universal. And every- 
where, one after another, countries are finding that something 
is wrong with their educational processes and students are 
revolting against those old processes. 

(Inaugural address at the Gorakhpur University Teachers 
Associotion, Gorakhpur, January 13, 1970) 


Crisis of Education is a Crisis of a Man Himself 


There is a crisis in education in India and in the world,. 
but it is part of a deeper crisis а crisis of man himself, of the: 
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civilization which man has made for himself, This crisis has 
come about because vast ideas have come out of the mind of 
this small being ; man. He has created knowledge. He has 
explored the world and assumed tremendous 
Nature around him. But, it has been a one- 
which it has not learnt the other qualities w 
his power and this increasing knowledge 
expect from our universities and othe: 


to-day, 


powers over 
sided progress for 
hich would balance 
запа this is what we 
т teaching institutions of 
(Convocatian address at the Visva Bharati, Santinikatan, 
February 2, 1971) 


Work-Experience as a Bridge between Head and Hand 


Gandibji taught us the dignity of Jabour and enshrined 
this concept in his scheme of basic education. The Education 
Commission has sought to revive this principle and to adapt it 
to our present-day requirements through emphasis on vocational 
education and ‘work experience’, Work-experience can be a 
bridge between manual and intellectual work, between hand 
and head, between town and country, between rich and poor. 


(From Braodcast over All India Radio, October 19, 1966) 


Gradual Change in the Educational System 


“Largely, I think we are tr 


ying to Overcome the s 
ings ofthe system of educat 


ion step by step, 


SS because millions of People are 
involved, millions of students, Parents, teachers text book 
$ E 8, 

writers, publishers. And we cannot 4 

down all universities, disperse the students in the countryside 
and humiliate the teachers 


hort com- 
It cannot be a 


(From Hindustan Times Feb. 8, 1976) 
Needs of the Child 


The smallest child is part of 
delight in feeling responsible and wa 
imitate grown ups. They are natur. 
animals. Can we not encourage th, 
which helps a fuller development 


the nation, and all children 
пед, Children are apt to 
ally Observant and fond of 
ese tendencies ina manner 
of the child’s Personality and 
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is also useful to society ? Parents and teachers must inculcate 
habits of cleanliness and sanitation in the home, in school and 
the neighbourhood ; the avoidance of waste, whether of food, 
water, electiici y or anything else ; helping to collect paper etc. 
for recycling. We must encourage activities which will improve 
physical fitness. 


Children should be able to recognize the animals, birds and 
plants of their region and should be taught to prevent cruelty 
to all living things; they should take an interest in planting: 
and looking after trees and gardens, especially vegetable 
gerdens. They should learn about the usefulness of insects as. 
wellasthe harm they might cause. How much science and 
technology have benefited from studies of the structure and 


organism of insects ! 


Discipline, politeness and consideration for others can never 
be old-fashioned, for they are basicto harmony and pleasant 


relationship between people. 


Therefore let us have specific plans, which may differ from 
place to place but which will aim at and yield concrete and 


satisfying results. 
(Indira Gandhi 


November 14, 1975): 


Urgent Need of a Child 


A child’s need of a mother’s love and care is as urgent and’ 
fundamental as that of a plant for sunshine and water. Toa 
mother, her children must always come first because they 


depend on her in a very special way. 
("Thought of Indira Gandhi on Women’ p. 1): 


All Women are Teachers 

I think that in a way all women are teachers. Whether they 
are actually in the teaching profession or not, whether they 
have any particular job or whether they are merely home- 
makers, they are first, foremost and to the last, teachers and: 
guides of society. What sort ofsociety we will have lies veryr 
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"much in the hands of the women of that country. This is why 
‘we attach so much importance to the education of women. 


Iam sure you have all heard of the oft-repeated quotation 
‘from Gandhiji about a man’s education bei 


‘an individual, but a woman's education bei 
the family. This is very true. Soit is important at any time 
Яп any country what women do, what they think, how much 
"understanding they have of problems at home and abroad and 
how much involvement they feel with these problems. lt rests 
in the women of India and more especially in the women of 


‘the rising generation to see what sort of influence they want to 
‘cast on the nation. 


ng the education of 
ng the education of 


(From a speech at the Foundation Day of Lady Irwin College, 
New Delhi, Nov. 1967) 
‘Role of the Mother in the Education of the Child 


Life isa mixture of happiness and Sorrow. Education in 
the widest sense of the word ; 


situations. This cannot be ac 
‘knowledge alone. Much of the burden 


(India Indira Gandhi", D. 43, 1974) 
"Teachers as the Custodians of Our Future 

The nation's well-being depends o 
"Our two million teachers are the custodi; 
talk of honouring and cherishing {сас 
match our words? We have no rig! 
to a vow of self sacrifice. 


n teachers’ we] 
ans of our futu 
hers, but do ou 
ht to hold teach 


l-being. 
re. We 
r actions 
ers alone 
(From a message on Teachers? 


Day) 
Discipline through the Example of the p 


and Neighbours chers 
Next to food and education, the important ien TO 


arents, Tea 
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line. Without discipline, one cannot make full use of education 
of any other programme which may be initiated for children. 
There is some debate on whether we should have moral instruc- 
tion in schools. I think that what counts most with children is 
the example of their parents and teachers and even neighbours. 
It is how they see the grown-ups around them behaving which 
really moulds their moral or social ideas. And, therefore, to 
have discipline among children, it 1s necessary to have discip- 
line among the whole population. When I use the word discip- 
line 1 do not mean any kind ofregimentation. Discipline is 
something that grows out of right thinking and cannot be 
enforced. But we must all learn to look at our personal pro- 
blems in the perspective of the problems of the community or 
the city ; the community or the city must look at its problems 
in the perspective of the problems of the state ; and the States 
must look at their problems in the perspective of the national 
problems. It is only when we have that kind of discipline, or 
the ability to look at the larger good, that we can solve our 
own problems and also help to build a better future. 
(Speech at the Annual Meeting of the Indian Council of 
Child Welfare, New Delhi, April 3, 1967) 


Self Discipline 
When I speak of discipline, I do not mean regimentation. 
I mean self-control and self-guidance. 
(Vice-Chancellor's Conference, 29th September, 1975, New Delhi) 


Teaching Children by Examples 

One can teach best by example. Children are extraordi- 
narily perceptive and quick to detect any falschood or pretence. 
Ifthey trust and respect you, they will co-operate with you 
even at a very young age. 


(Thoughts of Indira Gandhi on Women, p. 2) 


Attitudes 


I am not much of a believer in rituals. Having lived in the 
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midst of crisis from the earliest childhood, 1 am not overawedi 
by cur present difficulties. 


(Indira Priyadarshini? by Chalapathi, and others, р. 84), 


Courage as the Important Virtue 


When Winston Churchill was asked which was the most 
important virtue, he thought a great deal and he said finally, 
“Courage”. Without courage one cannot practise any other vir- 
tue. You have to have courage—courage of different kinds. F; irst,- 
intellectual courage, to sort out different values and make up 
your mind about which is the one which is right for you to 
follow. You have to have moral courage, then to stick to that- 
no matter what comes in your ways, no matter what the 
Obstacle and the opposition is. Opposition comes not only 
from your enemies but sometimes from your friends and the 
latter is much more difficult to face. You have to have physical 
courage, because very often going along the path of your 
choice is full of physical hardship. 


(Brom Address at Madras University, 1967). 
Work to be done in a Spirit of gay 


€ of college hours, Games. 
оп and discipline as any 
relaxed, A Part of us is 


any advice, it is this, no 
small or big the task, do it With 
hat you can get of it but how 
much of yourself you can give to it, 
(Convocation adilress at Visva Bharti, Shantiniketan, 
February 7, 1970) 
Education through the Mother Tongue 


There are a large number of People in our count 
account of their poverty and backwardness, 
same opportunities for education, employment 
things that some of us got. These Persons 
only through their mother tongue, Therefo 


ry who, on 
did not get the- 
and many other 
can be educated 
re, it is essential 
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that in all the States education should be given through the 
mother tongue, so that those classes of people who till now 
were denied all opportunities for education, should be able to 
receive education and to derive equal benefit from the develop- 


ment of the country. 


Hindi as a National Link Language 


But, how did Hindi come into the picture ? There are some 
countries which are bilingual, Belgium for instance. Switzerland 
and Yugoslavia have three or four languages each. In our 
country, there are fifteen languages. It is not surprising that 
we should have so many languages, as our country is so much 
bigger than many other countries. Weare now making every 
effort to see that all our languages get a chance to develop, that 
the people of different areas receive education in their own 
languages, and that the business of a State is conducted in the 
language of its people. I think there are no two opinions 
about this. But the business of the Centre cannot possibly be 
conducted in fifteen languages, however, dear they may be to 
us and however great a regard we may have for them. It was, 
therefore, felt that one of our languages should serve as a 
national link, and Hindi was chosen for this purpose. 


I am fully aware of the difficulty experienced by those: 
whose mother tongue is not Hindi. Some of our South Indian 
friends have said that Hindi is a language which is not develop- 
ed. Well, unless people learn it, speak it and help it grow, how 
will it develop ? We, therefore, invite them to lend a hand 
in developing Hindi. A language can develop only through 
constant use, not so much in Government offices, but outside, 
ineveryday life. It will grow if more and more people write 
in it and books of other languages are translated into it. 


English as a Language for International Link 


We have been somewhat cut off from the rest of the world, 
because we remained unaware of much that was going on in the 
rest of the world, particularly in the realm of science and 
technology. So long as we remain cut off like this, we will 
not be able to progress, however, much we may develop our 
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languages. If our languages develop, it is to be welcomed 5 
there is need for their development. But I also consider it 
essential that there should be a language to link us with the 
outside world. If today we want English, it is not as a national 
language or as a language which should take the place of Hindi 
or Tamil or Bengali or any otaer regional language. It cannot 
be so, nor is it anybody’s intention that it should be so. But 
we do think that in today's world the absence of knowledge of 
a foreign language will weaken us and keep us backward. 


Nowadays even in other countries which have advanced 
languages, the study of a foreign language in schools is com- 
pulsory. There is freedom to choose any language, be it 
English, French, German or any other. But in actual practice 
we find that the majority of the people, be they Russians or of 
any other nationality, opt for English. Here, we have an advan- 
tage because we already have some knowledge of English and 
also some arrangements for teaching it. These arrangements 
may not be so good today as they were before, The standard 
of English has fallen, and sometimes the English that is spoken 
here is peculiarly our own and Perhaps may not be clearly 


understood in any other country. But despite all this, English 
is а link. Just as we need a national li , 

4 d ink, so al 
international link. z lso we need an 


„(From a Speech in the Lok Sabha, December 12 1967) 
On Youth 


Youth is a matter of age but is also a question of Д 
courage, a sense of adventure and a scientific of mentality— 
look. and rational out- 


Youth must have greater Opportunity, Th, 
of India must recognize that they will NE e young people 
tomorrow what they give her today, ‘Phe n: im their country 
to aspire and excel. ation expects them 


(Р. 79-80, ‘Indira Priyadarshani? by M 


Cholapathi 
Popular Book Services, N cae oe 
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‘Need for a Closer Dialogue with the Youth 


We need to establish a closer and more intimate dialogue 
between youth on'the one hand, and the administration, as 
well as the dlder generation, on the other. During one of my 
‘recent tours, I heard a phrase which worried me 一 the “lost 
“generation”. Now I know that this is not entirely true. There 
15 no “lost generation". Wherever they have been given the 
Opportunity, our young pzople 一 men and women have done 
‘outstandingly well. In fact this is one of the achievements of 
which [ am most proud, and which gives me such confidence 
‘inthe future. But perhaps what the phrase implies is also 
‘partly true. There could be several reasons ; the rapidity with 
which the educational system has expanded, inevitably resulting 
‘in a certain fall in standards ; the complexities of our langu- 
age problem which becomes a barrier to communication at 
revery level whether between teacher and student or in the 
‘examination hall.; our inability, because of paucity of resources, 
‘to provide the necessary equipment and facilities; and the 
tremendous social and economic change that has come over 
the country since independence 一 in some ways, almost a re- 
volutionary change which has probably left sections of society 
«without adequate moorings. 


(From a Broadcast over All India R dio, October 9, 1966) 


Purpose of Our Universities 


Through Visva-Bharti, Gurudev hoped to develop truly 
‘liberated individuals. .That indeed should be the purpose of 
all universities. The liberated individual prizes freedom, that 
of others even more than his own. He chooses the path of 
reason and holds to morality with emotion, but eschews fanati- 
cism, To him the equality of religions and races is second 
nature. Self-disciplins and restraint are his true badges. In 
other words, he is a true democrat. Those who do not believe 
in the methods of peace and reconciliation cannot be true 
democrats. True democracy never allows the latter to pervert 
‘the spirit. As is said in the Corinthians, “Not of the letter 
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but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth 
liters. 


(From Convocation Address at Santiniketan, December 24, 1967) 
Establishment of Centres of Excellence 


In the beginning, such centres would have to function at the 
post-graduate level. The should aim high, endeavouring, gene- 
rating and maintaining the feeling of excitement and confidence 
which is the very foundation of proper development of high 
education. They should emphasise inter-disciplinary approaches 


in teaching and in research. : For some years, the major break- 


through in scientific advance has taken place in the borderland 
areas of different disciplines which have long been generally 
ignored. This is bound to increase in the 


future. Thus, in 
these centres of excellence, 


every effort should be made to 
make the study of each discipline more thorough. But simul- 


taneously, special emphasis must be {aid on inter 
teaching and research. High centres of learnin 
devote themselves to the improvement of teachi 
and hence of our schools and colleges Т 
our immediate problems and Suggest ways in which the countr y 
could realise its objectives. "This will help to root the centre 
of gravity of Indian intellectual life firmly within the countr y 
itself and forge an intimate and | effective link. between hi gher 
education and national development, 


-disciplinary 
£ must also 


ng standards 
hey should examine 


If, in the next few years, we succeed in 
a few centres of excellence of this type which emphasise re- 
search and teaching at the highest level, adopt the powerful 
tools of inter-disciplinary research and effectively concentrate 
on the problems of the Indian situation, the foundation of the 
breakthrough in higher education wil] have been laid The 
excellence produced in these centres would, in due anes hel 
to create other centres of excellence and finally raise the Ч - fs 
field of higher education to standards Which. are conduci ntire 
rapid national progress. cive {о 


establishing at least 


"Those who have the privilege of such high 
р ег st 
torch-bearers of the new awarenes, У ерде 


5; ready to work with 
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humility and sincerity to bring light to the darkest corners of 
our society. But excellence is incompatible ‘with arrogance, 
complacence or with idleness. It can remain excellence only 
through ceaseless striving. To be bigger than himself, a man 
must constantly stretch his capacity. 


(Convocation Address at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, 
New Delhi, November 14, 1969) 


Varsity can’t be Sanctuary from Law 
cannot be converted into political 


Academic freedom 
ctuary from law. 


licence and that university cannot be a san 


I do believe in academic freedom, the freedom to investigate 
the truth, publish the findings without fear, with conscience and 
the scrutiny of scholars as the only arbiter. But such freedom 
cannot be converted into political licence.” 


(Vice-Chancellors" Conference, New Delhi, 29th September, 1975) 


New Educational Methods and the Role of Radio 


In this the SITE programme is of special interest. I hope 
it will be possible to continue it. It is a bridge between the 
centuries. It is bringing the latest in science to some of the 
most backward areas of our country. And here again, the 
programme has to be much more education-oriented—edu- 
cation in the wider sense of the word.’ It should be education 
of the kind that helps us to have a better understanding of 
rural! problems and gives the rural public a better understanding 
of what they need for greater production, better health and a 
better understanding of the rest of the world. 


(Vice-Chancellors’ Conference, New Delhi, 29th September, 1975) 


Informal Education 

There were days when we went four times a day to 
Sriniketan. We did not think of it even as exercise. Now we 
aré'so'used to hopping into a car or some conveyance. So 
even though we were not doing anything special, we were in’ 
very close touch with the villagers and they would not hesitate 
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to say anything to us. I was Teally interested in their reactions: 


to various things like art and зо on because Santiniketan was 
art-oriented, and I wanted to know their reactions to pictures,. 
how they saw a Printing and how we saw it. 


It was a good Education for me. 
When I say cross fertilisation. 
Mexico, in Ivan Illichs centre, 


This is what I mean 
"They are trying this out im 
"They sometimes discuss a film: 
that has been shown. Anybcdy who has seen the film—it can 
be a labourer or anybody—can come. Illich Says, it is extra- 
ordinary, how interesting. their views are. The Specialist film 
people and the intellectuals find it r 
reactions of the differen 
book. Ifitisa book obviously 


Literacy for What 


Literacy is indeed extre 


arises : Literacy for what ? 


but the question 
? Once you kn 


Ow how to read,. 


But I entirely agree that if you 
can have both together, it is very much better, because: that 
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India, although we are still very backward in literacy, I think 
our people have retained sound commonsense ; they have 
retained a shrewd assessment of their own difficulties, conditions 
and the problems of their local situation and their local area. 
And these are the qualities which come to the surface when 
they have to make a decision, à political decision. 


(From Inaugural Address to the Thirty-Third Session of Indian 


Political Science Conference, Calcutta, December 27, 1972) 


Literacy and Wisdom 

Without being able to read, a person’s world is a limited 
one for he cannot share the knowledge and companionship 
that comes with books. We must do and we are doing 
more for primary education, for strengthening secondary 
education and for adult literacy programmes. At the same 
time, I cannot agree with the common belief in the West that 
literacy by itself gives greater wisdom or understanding. Our 
people, illiterate though they may sometimes be, are the 
inheritors of an ancient culture and philosophy which has 


sustained them through the vicissitudes of their long history. 
(India—Indira Gandhi, p. 183) 


Student Unrest—Need for Psychological Understanding 


The newspapers sometimes bring news of restlessness among 
our young people, of strikes and fasts, of direct action and 
clashes. To some extent, this restlessness reflects the dynamism 
of youth. To that extent the sentiment is welcome. But some- 
times it does seem as though some of our young people are 
opposed to the very existence of authority. Is this a phase or a 
trend? It is important that we should seek to know why our 


students feel and act in this way. 


This psychological understanding is generally lacking. 
Between the outlook of the young and the outlook of those who 
are in places of power; governmental or social, there seems to 
be a gap of non-comprehension. This is true not only of India 
but the world over. The revolt and the reaction of youth 
against authority of any kind is a natural process necessary to 
growth into adulthood, But the urge to revolt is a force which 
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has led people to seek new answers to old questions and has 
produced social, religious, educational and political reformers. 
Tn earlier times, it led to the exploration of new areas ; and in 
modern times, mountaineering and other adventürous expedi- 
tions are an expresion of the same spirit. The same 


questioning and rejecting spirit has produced new inventions in 
Science, medicine and other fields. 


(From a Convocation Address at the 
North Bengal University, October 10, 1966) 


Self Restraint—An Appeal to the Youth 


To seem redress of grievances is natural. But many of the 
unseemly incidents we have recently witnessed have not arisen 
from any grievance. The most ordinary occurrence touches 
off a riot. І appeal to students to give up this habit of 
resorting to methods of the street, for that does not befit educat- 
ed people. As Swami Vivekananda said, “True education is a 
training of individuals to will rightly and efficiently.” The 
community must keep in check all outbursts of violence and 
lawlessness, which after all are touched off by a very small 
minority. Violence, Gandhiji has pointed out, is man’s main 
Problem. We in India, despite Gandhiji, cannot claim to be 
more non-violent than other people. Nations whom we some- 


times condescendingly call materialist have shown more self- 
restraint. 


Some people have said that the rece 


expression of the alieration of youth from society, Why should 
this beso? This country is yours ; its future is what you make 
vidual advance for you except through the uplift of your 
fellow-beings. There can be no 
bility. As Lincoln said, 
hour of the day each one о; 
future of this country, 


(From a Convocation Address at the University y 
North Bengal, October 10, 1966) 


4\ 


‘Need for a Synthesis between the Old and the New 
Culture 


We are the inheritors of an ancient culture, which has 


sustained our people through their long history and has 


‘strengthened them to meet countless trials and tribulations. 
Many of its ideals and values are timeless. But to make them 
relevant to our own lives, we must ever renew them and cleanse 
«hem of all that is mere superstition or meaningless ritual, 
‘accumulated and petrified over the centuries. You must know 
your tradition and culture, for only then can you judge what 
must be kept and what weeded out, what is energising and 
what is dead weight. You cannot belong to the world unless 
‘you belong to your own culture and your nation. A tree must 
have roots. Though the roots go deep into the ground, the 
tree itself grows up into the sky, towards the sun. So must 
we turn our faces and our steps towards the future though our 
roots remain in the past. I believe in our ancient culture but 
1 believe also in modernity, for it has opened out wide vistas of 
opportunity, it has put within our reach the means of solving 
age-old problems. 
(From a Convocation Address at the University of 
North Bengal, October 10, 1966) 


Section C 


The 20-Point Economic Programme 


Following is the text of ihe broadcast made by ihe Prime: 
Minister, Smt. Indira Gandhi, on July 1, 1975 : 

I am going to speak to you today about some economic 
the Government proposes to follow. Some- 
Others were set forth earlier but require to 
be pursued with greater vigour and determination. Please do- 
not expect magic remedies and dramatic results. There is only- 
one magic which can remove poverty, and that is hard work. 
sustained by clear vision, iron will and the strictest discipline.. 
Each one of us in our place should determine to do more 
for our fellow citizens, not only for ourselves. There must 
be greater respect for State property. Its destruction will 
be visited by punitive fines. We also need to follow a far 
stricter code of austerity all around. Government has its 
duty to curb conspicuous consumption but citizens also have a. 
responsibility. That is the only way to better the life of the 


nation. 


programmes which 
of them are new. 


The campaign of law-breaking, paralysing national activity- 
and inciting our security forces to indiscipline and disobedience 
would have led to economic chaos and collapse, and our country” 
would have become vulnerable to fissiparous tendencies and 
external danger. With the fumes of hatred having cleared: 
somewhat, we can see our economic goals with greater clarity 
and urgency. The Emergency provides us a new opportunity: 
to go ahead with our economic tasks. 


The first and foremost challenge is on the price front. In the: 
last five days, the prices of many articles have shown a down 
ward trend, This trend will have to be maintained. To this 
end, Government will take a series of steps to stimulate pro- 
duction, speed up procurement and streamline the distribution. 
of essential commodities. Stay orders have prevented procure- 
ment of paddy in West Bengal and Orissa. 


Our outlook in regard to Foreign Exchange resources is: 
reasonably satisfactory. . Therefore, where necessary, imports. 
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will be arranged so that supplies are sufficient. State Govern- 
ments have already been asked to advise dealers to display lists 
of prices and Statements of stocks. Hoarders and those who 
violate the rules will be severely punished. 


This anti-inflation Strategy has to be continued. Credit 


Government 
erprises have new Orders to cut out 


The vast majority of our people live in the rural areas, We 
must implement ceiling laws and distribute surplus land among 
the landless with redoubled zeal. We want the help of the 
local people in completing land records Special care will be 
taken to ensure that tribal people are not deprived of their land. 


The practice of bonded labour js barbarous and will be 
abolished. All contracts or other arrangements under which 
Services of such bonded labour are now secured will be de- 
clared illegal. 


We propose to take action 
indebtedness. While new schemes will be dr: 
devise alternative agencies to provide institutiona 
landless labourers, rural artisans and small and 
farmers who own less than two hectares, there will be 
torium on suits and execution of decrees for the Tecovery of 
debts from such groups. Debts from co-operatives, commer- 
cial banks and governments will be excluded from this scheme, 


marginal 
a mora- 


Agricultural labour is among the worst ex 
our society. A review of the existing legis] 
wages for agricultural labour will be und 
will be initiated for suitable enhancement о 
wherever necessary. 


Ploited sectiong of 
ation on minimum 
ertaken and action 
f minimum wages, 
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We must go all out to increase production. Water and 
power hold the key to higher agricultural and industrial output. 
Steps are being taken to bring under irrigation at least 5 million 
more hectares of land. Proven underground water-resources 
will be immediately harnessed and further survey taken up for 
irrigation and for the provision of drinking water, especially in 
drought-prone areas. 


The power position has somewhat improved. Action is: 
being taken to generate a further 2,600 megawatts. Adequate 
funds are being provided to implement power projects. For long- 
term needs, super-thermal stations under the Central Govern- 
ment are being planned. State Electricity Boards are being 


streamlined. 


The handloom industry is next only to agriculture in the 
number of people employed. Supplies of inputs will be ensured’ 
to weavers at reasonable prices. A separate Development 
Commissioner for Handlooms is being appointed. The policy 


of reservation for handlooms is being rationalised to give greater 
protection to weavers. 


In the mill sector, the controlled cloth scheme is being 
improved, so that dhotis, saris and cloth will be of better: 
quality and are sold through a larger number of outlets in 


rural and urban areas. 


ut of urban land at the nation’s: 
expense. Speculation in land and the concentration of urban 


property have led to glaring inequalities and to a great deal of 


haphazard urban growth. Legislation is being initiated to 


impose ceilings on the ownership and possession of vacant 


Jand, to acquire excess land, to restrict the plinth area of new 


dwelling units and to socialise urban and urbanisable land. 


Fortunes have been made o 


A great deal of black money so- 
Urban property is grossly 
be set up forthwith to take- 
will be stern. We are: 


Tax evasion is a crime. 
evaded goes into luxury housing. 
under-valued. Special squads will 
up property valuation. Punishments 
thinking of summary trials. 


46 


Our campaign against smugglers will be intensified. It 
was thwarted by their release on technical points. In some 
cases they even got anticipatory bail. The properties of 


‘smugglers will be confiscated whether held in their own name 
or benami. 


Licensing procedures have come in the way of new invest- 
ment, causing delay. These will be simplified. The investment 
limit ‘of those industries which need no imports or govern- 
mental help, will be raised. 


At the same time I must point out that licences are being 
misused. Import-export regulations are being amended. 


"There will be speedy uials, and penalties for breaking rules will 
include the confiscation of goods. 


pation in industries particularly 
production programmes will be 


The movement of foodgrains, coal, steel and cement by 
railways has improved in the last few months. Constraints on 
the moment of goods by trucks will also be removed. For this 
purpose, we are introducing a system of national permits. 


People with fixed incomes have suffered severe hardships 
-in the last few years. They need immediate relief. The 
minimum exemption limit for income tax will be raised from 


Rs. 6,000 to Rs. 8,000. 


Students from poor families face Special difficulties if they 
pursue higher studies away from their homes, To help them, 
ifssential commodities will be supplied at controlled Prices to all 
hostels and approved lodging houses. 


Another important measure in the educational field will be 
to ensure that text books and stationery are available at reason- 
able prices to all school, college and university students, 
Prices will be strictly controlled and book banks established, 


As one of the measures to increase employment opportuni- 
‘ties for educated young people, the Apprenticeship Act will be 
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suitably amended so that managements in the organised sectors 
of our economy take a larger number of apprentices for a 
specified period. Special care will be taken to ensure a fair 
deal to scheduled castes and tribes, minorities and handicapped 


persons in the recruitment of apprentices. 


I have only briefly outlined various parts of the New Prog- 
ramme which will be taken in the coming weeks. Other matters 
are being looked into and further measures will be announ- 
ced from time to time, I have no doubt that together they will 
make a difference to the country’s economic outlook. What 
is most urgent is that collectively we should shake off any 
sense of helplessness. The worst feature of the crisis which 
was building over the last few months was that it spread 
cynicism and sapped national self-confidence. There is a chance 
now to regain the nation’s spirit of adventure. Let us get 
on with the job. 
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Some Achievements of the 20-Point Economic 
Programme ; 


1. Wholesale prices have fallen by about 8% as compared! 
to last year. Prices of essential commodities have also come- 


down. There has been improvement in the public distribution 
System. 


2. Production has increased by 1597 in Govt. undertakings. 


3. More than 50 lakh house sites have so far been allotted! 
to the landless and the weaker sections of society. 


4. Bonded labour has been abolished. 
5. Moratorium has been placed on rural debts. 


6. Central assistance for the irrigation and power pro- 
grammes of the states has been increased by Rs. 85 crores. 


7. The draft of a law on the socialization of urban land is: 
almost ready. 


8. Strong measures have been taken for st 


opping tax. 
evasion and more than Rs. 140 crores 


have been realized so far. 
9. Ascheme for worker's participation in the management 
of industries has been announced. 

10. More than 73 thousand Book Banks have be 


en opened. 
for students. 
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